[RNA interference and its application in andrology research].
RNA interference (RNAi), induced by double-strand RNA homologous to the silenced gene, is a process of post-transcriptional gene silencing in animals and plants. It plays an important role in fighting viral infection, inhibiting transposon activity and down-regulating the expression of the endogenous gene. As a focus of current biomedical research, RNAi has been applied to the studies of erectile dysfunction (ED), prostate cancer and spermatogenesis. This paper summarizes the mechanisms of RNAi, the latest progress in its researches and its application in andrology studies.